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IN-DEPTH INVESTIGATION

Fraud costs workers’ comj

Ohio is boosting efforts
to reduce claims abuse.

By Jim Otte
Staff writer

For Scott Macek, defraud-
ing the Ohde Boreans of Workers™
Compensation was aasy

The Navy veteran said the only
surprise for Bim was how shnple
it was.

*1 thought it would be hard-
sy amd that there would be inore
rules amd regulations 4 sene-
thing to step you from gaming
the systern,” Macek said.

Invesgators for the stete’s
Burean of Workers' Compensa-
tion caught Macek on camera
working for Kissel Brothers Bides
25 3 mechanic st the Y Wert
County Fair while he was clabme
ing to be disabled with 3 huck
injury, He was Slegally collacting
bl disability bemefits aed a pay-
check.

Mavek had been hurtInan
eartior job, and began reosiving
workers” compensation.

But after he began fealing bt
ter and took another iob, he
repeatedly sipned documents stat-
ing he was not working, so the
compensation checks convinued
tir areive,

Macel recetved four vears in
prigon for the fraud,

conlcted of seamming the Ohio Bureau of Workers Comipensation
by apolying for disability Denefits for which he did not sualify.

CONTRIBUTED PROTD

“You go o the doctar, thoy
witte vou ‘off work,” (then voud
fuwd some job enderneath the
tatle, and you 2o to work,”
Miucok saldd

The Ohie B s increasing #s
efforts to publicize frawd enforce-
ment 4% it seels to reducs abuss
that afferts an estimaed 510 10
percent of itscages.

The BWC paid meore than 318
billlon i cladns Bl vour mean-
g frand could be costlng the
systent up o $130 milion & your,

Maceks case s one of sever
al now belng publicized by the
BWLC,

*Tt is a very, very high pri-
ority,” said Stephen Buehrey,
admintsterorCEO of the Olis
Burean of Workers' Compensa
tion,

The BWC is the fargest state
workels” compensatisn insumnce
system i the nation, with asseis
of 526 biltlon,

Sinee Buchrer’s arrival at the
bursan to Jameery, he has phced
an enplmsis o not only prose.
cuting fraud eases, but also made
ing them public,

Workers continusd on A8



Macek:
‘it was
not right’

Workers

continusd from Al

“Ve poed 1o go out and
pruarsue sl kinds of fraud,
whether 15 injured work
er, employer or provider
We've got to get out aad
do thae,” Bushrer said.

He soes the move as
important for probectinig
thi Integrity of the system
and to keep it operating
for the 250,000 emplovers
they serve statewids,

Throughout its Wibyear
history, the BWC lias been
the targer of Criticism from
sraployers and politkcians,

Forgey Ohlo Gow
George Voelnovich calied
the buresy the “silent kil
r of jobs in Ohle”® because
of high costs that empley-
oI5 DAY,

Ten years hater, the BWC
wis caught ity an embas
rassing and expensive

seandal in which #s board
fad approved investing
some of its assets fo a fund
that traded In gold codns,
Beanie Babiss, basehsl!
cords and other callect
ahles, the westments that
became kaows as *Celne
gate”

Heow to dotect frand

Tesn Worsell, disgetor of
BWU's Special Investiga-
tion Diviston, sald inees-
Hyntions usually beginas
i from nedohbars, for-
e smplovers, of former
SPOUSEs.

Last vear, Wersells
giaft of 100 invesdigators
worhed on 2,400 cages. He
esrimates bebwoen Band
10 percant of all elaime are
fraudulent,

Helatively fow cases are
taken o prosecuion, just
44 in the last 12 months,
Byt when convictions are
won, the state is now anz
fous to publickze them to
putt others on gotice.

They inclade a doctor
whe eventually st her
Heense to practice med-
icine for defrauding the
BWC and for preserib-
ing an excessive amout
of pain medication to
pratienis. She was caught
¥ camen writing pre-
seriptions for an undercov-
&f agont.

*The docior is coach-
ing her, saving b orderto
gt your prescription, you
need to tell me it a higher
level of pain,” Wersell said,



Another case involved 2
man who was supposed @
be disabled, but opened 2
kitchen and bath remodel-
ing business, The decep.
tion came o Hght when he
was interviewed by a local
TV station In z story about
new businesses,

His BWC cagewnvker
saw the stery on TV and
Plew the whistle on i

“Thatk just stupid. Put
e ann TV so that people
<an see § ast opened up
a store,” Wersell said. An
undercover agent posing
as & castomer recorded the
man seying be does all the
sonstruction work himsell

New tactios pay off

Wersell investigators
have discoverad what is
being described a5 a Sgold
mine” of evidene on Pace-
book and other social
madia,

Investigators collect
information, photos and
vidoos online, *“Wego in
and do an endercover in
the social media world 1o
1y to friend people, ger
on1 their page amd waich
what they're doing* Wer
soll gadd.

While agents can pre-
tend to be infured workess
for uprdercover investigs.

theng of doctons, the prac-
five of creating online iden-
(108 1o convince someone
10 allonw access 1o Beone
heck and other Web pages
vaises ethical concerns.

A nationveide noaprofit
group that Yepresents £on-
SGETE, MBURRCS COMDL-
tes and foverament sfen-
s cautions Mvestigaton
ot the use of social media,

James Uuigole, commu-
pications director of the
Coalition Against Insur
anee Fraud, calls social
mzdiz the “vap door
through whish iveestige
sors can chimb”

“Ulsing false identities
rafses potentin fosues of
good faith that could cause
trouble to an insurer and
an investigation, That
approach is very dublous
a1 the way around,” he
sxid.

Loval atrorneys who
repredent smplovers and
workers say they sup-
port the BWCS aggressive
stance,

Jennifer Hann Harrison
at Taft Stedtinius & Hal
Tister sabd she has noticed
an upiick in investizaiions
and prosecutions. “T think
# 4 good thing hecause
workers’ comipengation

fraud hurts everybody,
This s not takdng mon
v from a facsless govern-
et entity, I i stealing
money from enplogers,”
Harrdson said.

St Macek admiis he
was canght reddianded.

“twas ot right for me
1oy take advantage of that
systedn. I they e to do
what they meed w do to
put an end to &, the state
s tanpaverd have that
right,” said Macek,

Rlost people comvict
ed of workies' compenss-
tten fraud pay a fme and
make estitution. Macek,
howaver, was of proba-
tion on a theft charge in
Champaign County when
he was caughe. Mucek was
sentenced o four veats in
priscn and B zow noarer
ated 2t the London Corree-
tiopal Institution.

Macek still e i
shafe $15, 276 I rostitution.

1 ledrned » dustake the
hard wav” said Macek. He
added, “T fust wish sobody
would have to follow the
same stepl”



