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Buehrer trims

Increases efforts
to prevent fraud

By LOUWILIN
SEAST WEILR

Gow. Jobn Koesich gre Werke
ers’ Conpensstion Buresy Clief
Sephen Hudiver 2 mbesfon: The
staie insurer bor workselded ini-
ries should belp create ohs

Lo Buehrer, who vistted Fing
bay on Friday, said he bas been
lerwering busioess prembros and
Guding ways to lower than fur-

ther.

Private emplovers premiums
were cut lastspeing by 4 pereent,
A b pereent eut on bast preminns
weay recendly sppreved for most
public emplovers, he said,

1o nurtere new busingsses,
the ageney lsoffering 2 Wpereent
tr 51 perent premmiuan wduction
for un to bwh Yesrs.

New businesses are “srapped
for cash, they're tyving o gef

arpamized,” Huehrer sabd, "I we

can give them o Hile break in
those first copple of vears undil
they get established, then that’s
hedpful”

de't want to talk about feaud,
Well, 1 talic about i every day,
becanze | think if sonmbody
whalsthinking sbout cheating the
systen hears thet we're ont and
we'te after (o, Ghon) thev're
less Hkely to do 7 he said,
Besides going after workers
fravculatty daiming work inn-
vies, the buress & pursping fraud
by employers and doctors. Some
hysiotans gverhill the svstenm,
in southeastern Obio's Seiste
County, where the population of

Se2 BUBHRER, page 42

s workers’ comp rates

Buchrer, 2
{former state
sénator who
represented
Hanesck
County, took
charge of the
state agency
nine monihs
&g,
Buehter
said he bas
trrreased efforis toprevent freud,
Studies show that for eschi doller
imvested in framd prevention, the
buress gels 36 back, he wid,

“The past administration

Baehrer



Contirued from page A

76,008 is abou the size of Han-
sovk County, nine million doses
of oplates and parcotics were
preseribed st vear, b sad, One
physician the burea Invesbigated
hadd preseribed one milfon doses
of rmrestics endoplates in 2000 &
afured vaskers.

*He was seeing & bundred
patients in & wngle ezgh%kwg
shift, which ek vou he wasn i
practiving 4 lot of medicine”
Bushrer said, "He was writing a2
bt of w&mpﬁm& That's =t be
was doing”

The burems aud other agensies
comdueted g raid bt spring. Work-
ors’ eomp banned the doctor from
Hsprogram, and the State Mediesl
Board revoked his Heense.

Sarme eoplovers commit fand
by snderveporiing their payrolior
raisrepresenting workers juls fo

redizes prendurns, Buehrer said,

“When an employer isn't
payingthel fair share, every oller
erployer is peyingthe Wi because
those workers {when inured) are
gotngto get taken care of one way
or gnother” be anid

But the sgency fsees more
complex challenges. Though
ti‘se number of elaims has been
decregsing, the average cod py
clalm & rising. It climbed fram
524 000 in 2000 1o $44.000 bad
yoar

That's becmse B iz faking
lomger for injured workers lo
retarty to work, Buchrer sasd,
Rive years ago, about 78 pereent of
infured workers reburned to work
within g year. Now sbent 69 per-
cent refurn withins yesr, be said.

“1f youre in my {waz’xe;s

cotnp) system E&mg& you're going
[ ixe more expendve,” hesaid, “So
gou'vereslly got ts push .. prople
b gettheiy pm?:aiﬁmimiﬁeé ek
thers quality crre md gﬁ% them
back inte the workgplace.”

Mations] staticlics report that

Toward thut end, Buchrer
phins to el f%iﬁf programs in
the coming weeks:

s Befter mEnage ment ;aﬁé
oversight of in gn%& wotkers
medival care and thelr propess
towsrd returding to work could
prevent Jrift into complications
like depression, he said,

« Dmproved rebsbilitation to
=it workers r&ﬁm 0 work.

“Beame people gol burt and they
carn't go back ts;sﬁygy::km&? Bad,

but with sppropriste ehsb, 2?&*’3
can eoe hack to sotme ﬁﬁ;@*g@b
he said, “R;gﬁz now, the rehab
systemm in Ohluo doest work very
well™

& (et better ot settling clafms,
*Some people will stay in the
system because Ouy sre walting
for medicsl {restment or thelr
wyer i involved and it mis
very compliceied.” Buehrer sald,
“Bometitaes i we some in and
maks 2 seitlement offer and auy,
Hey, let's make this go sway B
this amount of money, that can
help move the clitm forward”

Bughrer aveepts workers’ come
pemsation suggestions sb BWL
Listens@bwe. state ohous,

those whoare away from Gweirfob
for more than 3 year Bhely will
vever vefurn, be saidd

“H they st 2 home and depres-
siom sowaks in, and they don't fedd
well about themselves and they
gain weight and their diabetes
or semething like that kicks in,
it becotnes 2 downward spiral
tlast prople in a lot of cases mrver
revever From,” Buehrer suid,

While spiraling downward,
these people zre sill collecting
workers z:mpemmm benefils.
The bureay i till paying beppfits
oy infuries which oeonrred in the
s, he said.

“{"E’i’&e bureays i) still support-
fng some widows out there, still
supporting some people who are
on permsnent dizahility” Buelrer
said,

There will sbways be some
intured workers who will never
e ghie to roturn o work,

“HWeour iob to poke sore thats
a nall group of peeple, o push
thern to get baek & quick & pose
sible,” b auid



