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Sleve Buebrar, adminisirator of e
Ohio Bureay of Worker's Compsrne
salion, about Dr. James Lundsen,
whose Postsrouth office was
closed today

By RYANK 8COYY
GTINEY
BT Srarr Watsn

Ohic Adomey Genoral Mike
DeWine  jolned  investigators
froms the Ohly Hursau of Work-
er’s Compensation (BWCS and
other sinle and local sgencles o
serve g seareh warrant o Dr
James Lundeon, ai his office on
Chifoothe Suset in Porsmouth,
At the same e, nvestigaogs
wire also searchng Lundeens
office in Plymouth, Ohio.

“Hodday, we're serving 4 search
warra & doctor who we
believe bws a paliern of over
prescibing in this area) said
Steve Buclwer, admdipdstrator of
the Ohio Bureauw of Worker's
Compersation, adding that they
tave been watching Lundeon for
sgveral years,

Tom Wersel, director of BWO
investigations, sald e agomoy
was very ooncemed aboat the
veusundly hewe oumber of pro-
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Oido Attemey General Mike DaWine and mare thar 10 state agenclss
wete In Parlsmouth Wednestday ts hivestinate o dactor wha ls stspeciad

of seprpresciibing drugs.

scriptions being  writen @
infured wovkers at Louadeen’s
oifices in Porsmouih and Ply
mouth. He would not comment
oa the exact mutuber of type of
preseriptions they have scen
coaning from Lundeen. bot said
he is responsible for 81 pereent
of all Sciols County narcolics
preschiptions in the BWC s
fem.

“ think s sufe By say that he
is among the highest not only in
the vounty, but I e whole

state,” Bushrer sald,

Officers from the Portsmouth
Police Department, Olile High
vy Patrol, Bureau of Crinunad
Investipations and other mves-
toathve agencles filled the founth
floor haltway of the Mosonic
Termple outside Lundeen's office,
The wction was also assisted by
the Sciots and Huron County
Shewiff and Prosecutor. Ohio
State Medical Bourd and Phae
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macy  Board, Medicald,
Diepariment of Thxation,
e Department of Insur-
ance, Ohio Alcohe! and
Drug Addiction Services,
FBI, Drug Enforcement
Agency and the LS. Abor-
ney General,

Buctwer suld the offfee is
elosed wr e poblie during
the immvestigation,

“We have patients enfers
ng the facilly his mom-
ing, and some 1 beliove are
st costinug tooms up.
We're interviswing some of
those ~ the ores that wa
{0 COOPUTAR: ~ 1 got infor-
mation  about why they
were coming and what their
history with the doctor is”
Buelwer said

Mo one was aresied on
Wednesday, he said,

TWelts not inveshgating
the patients here today,”
Bughwer said.

DeWine called the activi-
ty an uoprecedentad coope
efatiosy of rfoore than 10
apencies, ied by Imaestize-
ws from de BWC
C“This i s high-prionily
for Gov. Kasich, it's a ligh
priority for me as attomey
general, this prescription
drug problem In southun
Oiio,” DeWine satil. “The
governor and T are golng o
Bring all the suels of staie
government and local gov-
ernirient together 10 go after
pilt auitls L and o drown
them out of fhe state of
Ohbis”

He said the drug sbuse
problem & much gresiey I
southern Oldo — cfting da-
Hstcs thue 7 percent of bables
Bom @ Southem Ohio Mede
feal Center iy Poreenoudh Jag
vear were addicied o drugs:
8.8 mllion palnkiller pilis
were prescribed I Sciolp
County iasd vear,

lovestigntors entered Lune
deen’s office in Portsmounth
at 1230 pom Wednesday,

Wayns Atien B Doy Tiss
Ohio Bireay of Winkees' Compensation (BWE AdministraloyDED Stophen Ruebrer, tight, and
Ghio Altomey Geoeral Mike DoWine were In Porlsinouth Wednesday to discuss the BWE frand
Investipation involving Or. James £, Limdsen,

argd DeWine seid Lundeen
has bess very coopemtive.
His aoifice will remadn
closed while the investigs-
tion IS opgoing.

“This should be a wam-
ing today for any rogue
doctor it the state of Ohlo
that is prescribing drugs in
ait iappropriste  mmEncr
whe i3 polsoning our voung
people. We are going to go
after them, We are poiig o
take their Heense away from
then, and we'll put them in
prison,” DeWine said.

Londeen's lcense has ncg
boon faben away vel but
PeWine sald he expected
that they would pursse that
action,

Bushrer satd there are
alse ongoiag BWU bnvest-
gations o ofher providers
i the comitmonity, and
DeWine confitmed “more
is comng.”

HYAN SCOTY OTTNEY can
b reanhett ot {7408 2838101,
ol 234, o sottney Bhearfang-
pubbeaticng oo,



